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Europe: medieval banks, Hanzeatic cities, major fairs and 
transportation routes 



Leading university cities of Europe 2005 



Medieval Universities: peregrinations of Scientists 
 

•   Core-periphery dichotomy 

 

•   Stable patterns 

 

•   Transportaions routes  

     matter – if in the core 



Evolution of mission and aims of universities 



Modes of Knowledge Production  



Factors influencing contemporary universities 



Knowledge economy - functional approach  
presence in the region of functions like R&D and high education  

R.Capello, KIT project, ESPON 

The number of scientific regions 
(with both high levels of human 
capital and research potential) pretty  
limited.  

At the same time large number of 
regions with low levels in these two 
dimensions. Have to follow 
”dependant modernisation” 



  Knowledge economy in Europe (integrated aproach) 

 Departing from simplified ideas that:  

i) R&D equates knowledge,  

ii) a knowledge economy is a synonymous of 

the scientific (R&D-based) economy, 

iii) R&D investments are the right and unique  

innovation policy measures to support a 

knowledge economy in ALL regions.  

 Proves how important the academic 

institutions are  in all these dimensions. 

R.Capello, KIT project, ESPON 



University as a bridge beetwen the local and the global 

Local 

environment 
University 

Knowledge creation 

and distribution. RIS 
Research, innovation, 

patenting 

Global 

science 



 University as an economic entity: 
◦ employer – sometimes the one of the biggest in a city, usually paying high wages; 
◦ demand generator: buyer, contractor, housing market, retails shops etc.; 
◦ if in old premises (or if in very modern) – a tourist attraction. 
 

 University as knowledge producer:  
◦ intellectual property rights; 
◦ new technologies, organisational patterns. 
 

 University as a business agent: 
◦ technology parks, spin-offs, patent selling. 
 

 University as human capital creator: 
◦ students, researchers; 
◦ distance learning, long-life learning, open university for local community. 
 

 University as a regional actor: 
◦ advising local authorities, organiser of cultural events etc.  
 

 University as a space creator: 
◦ revitalisation, new campuses, creative architecture; 
◦ provider of regional and city brands. 11 

Fields of regional influence of the university 



Contributions of universities to regional economic 
development 



Regionalisation of academic centres - Poland 

Catchment areas (2 million records): strongly regionalised 



Example 1: Charlotte: a University City 



Example 2: Bristol 



A university in a peripheral region: Finnish example 

Oulu University of Applied Sciences 
aids regional development by: 
 
• Educating the workforce for   
  regional needs. 
 
• Supporting entrepreneurship 
  
• Developing project and 
   innovation activities 
 
• Taking part in the regional  
   strategy development, 
 
• Taking part in the regional centre  
   and centres of expertise   
   programmes,  
 
•  Promoting international co- 
   operation.  



The role of Cohesion Policy 



The role of regional/city authorities 



National policies: concentration or deconcentration? 
 

 The Stjernø Commission 
indicated that the balance 
between availability and the 
need for concentration of 
research environments is a 
central issue for further 
development. The radical 
proposal suggested to merge 
the existing universities and 
university colleges into 8–10 
regional universities.  

The Ministry of Education and 

Research chose not to follow up on 

the Commission's recommendations 

for structural changes. The Ministry 

regulations resulted in a number of 

initiatives for cooperation between 

higher education institutions in the 

form of scientific research 

cooperation or mergers. Importantly, 

such cooperation initiatives take place 

on a voluntary basis.  

But in Denmark 12 universities and 13 governmental research 

institutions were merged into eight universities and four research 

institutes. 

 



Policy for higher education: efficiency-equity dilemma 




